1*78]                RETURNS TO LONDON                    69

permitted to use the term, on the side where the ladies
dressed, and there were shrieks which were not written
by the author of the play."

In America a comedian who could successfully carry
the leading role in a touring comic opera would command
and receive from one to two hundred dollars a week.
For upward of a year Mansfield's weekly salary for play-
ing Sir Joseph Porter was three pounds.

His own account of his revolt for an additional six
shillings a week in the fall of 1879 and of what followed,
written down in his own terms at the time of his telling,
lacks only the spirit and magnetism of his recital:

"The management of that company was most exacting.
For the slightest excuse, or none at all, salaries were cut,
fines were imposed, or the victim discharged with short
shrift. Before long I felt the halter draw, and, not yield-
ing promptly to unjust demands, coupled with a request
for a raise of six shillings in salary after a year's successful
service, I was promptly set adrift with scarcely a shilling
in my pocket. On the munificent salary of three pounds
a week it was impossible to lay by anything, and so I
journeyed to London with nothing in my pocket but a
little contribution which a kind woman of the company
forced on me just as I was leaving on my forlorn trip
back to the metropolis. Several years ago I found this
generous soul in destitute circumstances, over in London,
and had the inexpressible pleasure of adding a little to
her comfort.

"Reaching my poor lodgings in London, I soon fell
into desperate straits. Without money or friends, and
with no professional opening, I was soon forced to pawn
my few belongings to pay for food. I did not know
which way to turn, and was in such extremity that theht he condescended to theorichard was equal to the idea. gave a start, ex-ght that his mother came and gave a
